
Jim and Nancy Lister 

37163 Arizona Ranch Rd 

Port Orford OR  97465 

 

Becky Crockett, Director      

Curry County Planning Department 

Gold Beach, OR 

 

Subject: Arizona Ranch Road RV Park 

                AD-2228 

 

 

My wife and I live at 37163 Arizona Ranch Rd; however, our water well abuts the property seeking to 

build an RV park at 37015 Arizona Ranch Rd.  Our well is fairly shallow at 31 ft.  and we have concerns 

about contamination of our well due to the heavy use of the septic system in the proposed RV Park. We 

would like assurances that, if their septic system fails and there is contamination, the owners of the RV 

park will pay for relocation, repairs, cleaning and testing of our well.  

 

We request that the “Dead End” sign on Arizona Ranch Rd remain in place.  There is “no outlet” and 

there is “no turn around” for RV vehicles further up the road from the RV Park.   

 

We request that RV Park Rules include a reminder not to use private residential trash bins located near 

the road by our well.  Beach goers have been known to dump things into our bins. One of the bins is 

ours.  The other belongs to Craig and Neilda Kellison.  Curry Transfer requires us to place them there as 

they cannot turn their trucks around closer to our gate. 

 

We are also concerned about the increase in RV traffic on a bridge that is so narrow that it is used 

essentially as a single lane.  Will the bridge be widened? 

 

We are concerned about the loss of grazing habitat for the herd of elk which have roamed here for 

many years, of course.  Our hope is that they might be gently herded to the field across the road on Park 

property at Arizona Beach.   

 

Finally, a suggestion that might be taken up with the Department of Transportation for safety reasons:    

If possible, Highway 101 speed limit should be reduced to 45 mph on approach to Arizona Ranch Rd. in 

both north and south directions.  It is currently set at 55 mph and is hazardous to drivers making the 

turn onto Arizona Ranch Rd., especially from the northbound lane.  The turn is quite sharp to exit the 

101 northbound, and even though we use our turn indicators far in advance and slow our speed, we 

have come close to being rear ended many times.  Through northbound traffic passes us on the left by 

swinging into the southbound 101 which is a no pass zone.  The roadside business at Prehistoric Gardens 

would benefit from the reduced speed as well.   

 

 

Respectfully, Jim and Nancy Lister   (541) 373-8113 (H)  
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           February 15, 2023 
 
Curry County Planning Division  
94235 Moore St., Suite 113  
Gold Beach, OR 97444  
 
Director Crockett, 
I am concerned about the proposed RV Park on Arizona Ranch Rd that is across from the 
Arizona Beach State Park.  My family visits Arizona Beach State Park frequently year-round.  
The park and surrounding area are beautiful.  It is very natural with little human development.    
The park and private parcel where the RV park are planned are inhabited by elk, deer, otters, 
bald eagles, ducks and many other bird species.  The park includes a stocked pond for fishing 
for kids under 17 years.   
 
The Curry County State Parks Master Plan was written in 2003.  This was prior to the state 
purchasing the Arizona Beach property and converting it to a state park.  However, one goal 
for all of the state parks in Curry County is: 
 
 to protect state parks from threats from adjacent or nearby properties 

 
For its own parks, Curry County states the mission as: 
 
 to provide, protect, and preserve the natural and scenic parks of Curry County 

 
I believe an RV Park across the street from Arizona Beach State Park is a threat...to 
everything environmental.  Wildlife, water quality, fire, and pollution of all kinds---human trash, 
light, noise, sewage, and chemicals.   
 
The history of the park when it was privately owned and operated an RV Park and the 
adjacent parcel with the old motel is well documented.  Failed septic systems on the motel 
site.  Nefarious activities in both areas.  No one wants to go back to that.   
 
I do not believe the county is prepared to pay-out large sums of damages to nearby property 
owners or to fund clean-ups of the state park if this development results in an environmental 
or geologic catastrophe.   
 
Reject the conditional use permit for this site and rezone it to prohibit commercial activity.   
 
Jeannette Peterson 

38070 Pacific Highlands Drive 

Port Orford, OR 97465 

913.485.4640 
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